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before them. Buell .had a. splendid army, but it was slow
and conservative, composed of as brave and stubborn
fighters as any other command, and yet not accustomed to
brilliant and quick movements.

"The attack made on me about the 'political Generals'
was unfair. I never used such a term. My sole intention
was to mention, in a spirit of fair criticism, certain circum-
stances that in" a measure defeated my efforts to have a
constantly efficient army. For instance, we would have a
big fight and come out victorious. We would go into camp
for an indefinite period, and with no prospect of an early
campaign. At such periods I noticed that my subordinate
commanders who had previously had political aspirations
would strike out for home to see the 'people.' They would
make a few speeches, and as the fighting season approached
they would rejoin their commands. In the meantime, if I
wanted to find out anything about the exact condition of
each division, the transportation, or the commissary or
quartermaster affairs, I could find no responsible head to
give me official information. Such things tended to destroy
the discipline, and consequently the efficiency of the .army,
and.it was a matter to which I had good reason to object
I wanted commanders who would stay with their com-
mands, and not those who cherished ambitious political
projects, and who were continually running off to see the
people at home."

General Sherman in 1884 requested to be put on the
retired list of the army, in order that Sheridan might be
promoted to the full rank of General; and this was done
on February 8 of that year. A couple of years jUter he
removed to New York and for the remainder of his life made
his home in that city. He was one of the most conspicuous
figures in society there, a welcome and honored guest one of wild
